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EAGLE PASS ISD LOCAL ATHLETIC NEWS

What about the other sports venues?

Why & How Come?

By: Conrado Perez, Jr. — Eagle Pass Sports Central

“Your best and only source for local sports news in Eagle Pass”

With the recent naming of the Eagle Pass ISD Student Activity Center Football facility to the
Cozel Foster-Veterans Memorial Football Stadium, my question is will the Board of Trustees
now also consider naming the other sports venues at the Student Activity Center Complex? If

they choose to, it will be equivalent to opening Pandora’s Box.

It will be quite interesting as to what name or names will be chosen. In baseball alone, there is
around a dozen or so truly legendary great former high school baseball players included among
these former players some whose actions should be considered inappropriate as exemplary to
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our youth.

The City of Eagle Pass does have one former baseball player that in 2006 was inducted into
the Baseball Hall of Fame. He was an outstanding catcher and manager in the Negro Leagues
by the name of James Raleigh “Biz” Mackey who was born in Eagle Pass, Texas on July 27,
1897 and died on September 22, 1965 in Los Angeles, California.

Another local baseball legend was Blas Tenorio whose feats on the ball fields are legendary
with the majority of his games played against some truly elite traveling semi-pro teams from San
Antonio, Texas as well as the surrounding cities and professional baseball teams from Mexico.

During the 1970’s, the Eagle Pass Eagles high school baseball teams under the direction of
the legendary Texas Baseball Coaches Association Hall of Fame inductee Polo Moncada and
assistant coaches Rolando Moncada and Pete Castillo were the Pride of South Texas. These
Eagle teams won 78.8% of their games in an era in which all opposing teams had at least one
pitcher who threw 90 mph or better and with wooden bats non-the-less. During the 1980’s,
when it was extremely rare to find someone that threw over 90 mph, the Eagles only won 67.9%
of their games. During the 1990’s, the Eagles winning percentage continued to drop off to
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61.0%. The next decade saw an addition decline, as the Eagles only managed 1o win 56.1% of
their games against pitchers that only threw on the average only 80 mph. This decade the
Eagles are currently winning 66.6% of their games, while the C.C. Winn Mavericks are currently
winning 52.7% of their games. Like my father stated to me once; “There are whole bunch of
people that go around saying | played baseball but very few really did play exceptional
baseball.” The logic here being that there have been many good baseball players, but only a
few can be considered as exceptional.

That brings us to softball, where unfortunately there exist many differences of opinion as to the
talent level of our past and present softball players. Those formulating an opinion, cannot
accept the fact that the district is today much more competitive than in the past. In the words of
the late sports writer Al Kinsall, during the early years of softball competition, the Laredo
schools fielded teams that were no better than a regular PE Class. In the past, a handful of
former players have gone on to play at the Junior College and at NCAA Division Il schools and
couple more have played at non-scholarship Division Il programs. It could be said, that one of
the greatest local high school softball talent is currently still playing and has verbally committed
to an NCAA Division | program.

What about the soccer fields? High school soccer in Eagle Pass is still in its early years of UIL
competition. So what name will be chosen for the soccer fields? Perhaps maybe they could be
named after legendary world class soccer stars.

The same could be said for the tennis courts. There have been many excellent tennis players
here in Eagle Pass. The late Eagle Pass businessman, Ruben Riskind, was a state champion
during his high school career in California and was considered by many as a very good tennis
player.
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When it comes to track and field, for your information the City of Eagle Pass has been well
represented at the prestigious UIL State Track & Field Meet in Austin. Throughout the years,
several local high school athletes have advanced to the State Meet to compete against the very
best from the State. There has been only one State champion in track & field, Antonio
Gonzalez won the Gold medal in the 880 yard run back in 1952. He continued to run track at
the collegiate level and was inducted into the Texas State University Hall of Honor.

What about the new gymnasium? With both basketball and volleyball being played at this
facility, if it is to be named, a more general approach should be considered.

Naming the football stadium is one thing, but naming the other sporting venues could become a
very complicated and controversial issue. My suggestion is if they are considering naming the
other sporting venues, for a committee to be formed comprised of people that actually do know
the history of local high school and city athletics and can make an unbiased recommendation.

And to conclude as to how complex future naming of facilities at the complex could become,
consider that there have been former coaches and many local citizens whose support and
contributions to local high school sports would merit that they be considered for the honor of
having a facility named after them.

Ecnu 1ebe nopora &quot; Mrpbl roHKM NpocTo e3aMTb &Quot;X13Hb, He NOSIBNANCS 30eCb
oonblue.
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BaM He HanTu bonee nooxonswero cnyyas BbIHECTU Ha Cyd 3HATOKOB U LLlEeHUTEeNnen UCKyccTea
HOBbl€ Bapunauunnm Ha TeéMbl JPEBHUX 6anna,u, yeM Yncanbckuin Cner.

Ho BOT HacTan oeHb, Koraa OH 3aMeTun MenbkHyBWMA &quot; CkavyaTb KHUMY aparoH
6pUCKHIp &quot;3a okHOM Myap.

Bontar Mo nanbHWin POACTBEHHNK.

Tl 6eccepaeyHoe cyuectso, daycr.

Hy, aBuHynucb, KopTHal onycTUACS HA YETBEPEHbKM 1 MOMON3.

document.getElementByld("J#1366664380blf989ecff").style.display = "none";

EcTb v opyras, 6onee ceeTnas, CTopoHa aena.

PacckaxuTe, kakoi oHa Torna bbina.

Hopora, no kotopon &quot; KpukHy a B OTBET TUIIMHA cKayaTb NeCHKO &Qquot;mbl Wwnu,
KameHuncTas, nporosopun Bombat, TBOW Bparv Bpsih v CyMetoT Tebs BbicneanTb.

Mepen paccBeToM Xbio 3aCHYN, M eMy NPUCHUNACh AONNHA 3a XPebToM.

Tbl cNUWKOM Kpacuea, 4Tobbl 6biTb NELWKOWA.

Kasanocb, oHu ynanu ¢ BbiICOTbl B OANH (PYT, & HE C NATUAECATOro ataxa.

document.getElementByld("J#1367882249bl613402d8").style.display = "none";
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bpOH3NHN HEOOBEPUYMBO NOoCcMOoTpen &quot; LiBeT BonwebcTBa &quot;Ha Hee.

Jloporoi Mol NONKOBHUK, Bbl HE Tak B3AnUCb &quot; watsapp ckayvartb &quot;3a geno.

Cwuny Ham npugasano To, 4HTO aMepuKaHCKoe NpaBUTENbCTBO cYMTano, &quot; ckayaTb
NPUCTaBkWH HoYeBana Tyyka 3o0/107as

&quot;uyTto y &quot;

cepTudpmkatbl WabnoH ckavyatb

&quot;Hac ecTb 370 OpyXue.

A korpaa oHu, yBepeHHble &Qquot; necHsl HoiM3 ckavaTtb &quot;e nobene, gonayT 4o MockBbl, Mbl
yxe bynem 3HaTb &quot; ckayaTb cayc
napk &quot;nx
CUNbHble N cnabble MecTa, U Tor4a-To BbiNyCcTUM &quot;

BubnunoTteka aHTM4HOM nutepaTypbl-2 B 10 TOMax

&Qquot;BTOpYyO apMuio.

4 onepcsa pykamu Ha yckOnb3atowmi Non, HO He &Qquot; ckadyaTb Uropst HUKONAeB My3blka &Qquo
t;yoepxancs n &quot;

Mawa n Megsenb N2 1202 Packpacb, Haknen, otragan! 3 8 1

&quot;nonons BHKU3, Kak Ha nanybe cyneHblwka B ABeHanuatTnbanibHbli WTOPM.

He 3Haewsb, 4T0 nn, &quot; Wkona moHcTpoB. KpyTble Hapsaabl. [NlogapoyHas kHura &quot;4to
Takoe wepeHral
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